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March 25, 2021  
The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

Re: Application of Matthew B. Larsen for Nomination to the  
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit (CA2) 

 
Dear Senator Schumer: 
 
On behalf of the American Muslim Bar Association’s Standing Committee for the Federal 
Judiciary, we enthusiastically support Matthew (“Matt”) B. Larsen’s candidacy for nomination 
to the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.  
 
The American Muslim Bar Association endorses candidates to the federal bench who have 
litigated with integrity, while upholding values of fairness, equality, and justice for all. Over the 
last decade, Matt has demonstrated through his legal research, writing, and advocacy that he 
understands the need for these values to be deeply embedded within our legal system. As a 
nationally renowned Federal Public Defender, Matt has sought justice for his clients and 
represented the indigent with poise, sophistication, and mastery of the law. 
 
Particularly during one of the most polarizing times in our nation’s history, Matt has 
demonstrated a steadfast commitment to the rule of law, as well as political neutrality and 
intellectual rigor – both of which are vital pillars of appellate legal practice. The U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit would be lucky to have Matt, someone who not only has a 
strong grasp on layered and complex judicial review but who also understands how Second 
Circuit jurisprudence practically affects countless individuals. He brings the exact type of 
compassion, understanding, and experience the bench needs. 
 
We are thankful to Matt for his commitment to serving individuals of diverse backgrounds. In 
a post-9/11 era when many Muslim Americans were and continue to be denied fundamental 
human rights, Matt has worked diligently to ensure that his Muslim clients – particularly those 
accused of terrorism – are afforded proper due process under the law. As a member of the 
federal bench, we are confident Matt will guarantee that all litigants are judged not based on 
their race, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, age, sexual orientation, social economic or 
disability status, but rather on a fair and just application of the law. We hope you agree.  
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Thank you so much for reviewing our endorsement of Matt’s application to serve as a federal 
appellate Judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Standing Committee for the Federal Judiciary 
American Muslim Bar Association (AMBA) 

 
 


